
 

  

Protecting Our Environment 
 Our effort to educate others about progressive values continues.  In 
August we are concentrating on the environment.  The 4’X4’ signs, 
which are placed around the county, have the message “Democrats 
Value Conservative Use of Our Natural Resources”.  Other signs say 
“Preserve Clean Water, Land & Air; Our Future Matters; Democrats 
Care”.  Attached to this newsletter is a position paper on the 
environment.  It tells how Wisconsin’s conservation efforts of the past 
are being undermined and the importance of reversing climate 
change.  Use this information in your conversations with others. 
 

Volunteering for Matthew 25 
   The Shawano Dems will be helping to raise money for Matthew 25 
by selling food at Charlies County Market’s Red Barn on Sat., 
August 15th.  We believe that it is important to help those that are 
homeless in Shawano County.  Volunteers are needed. 
 

Shawano County Fair 
   The Shawano Dems will again have a booth at the Shawano 
County Fair from Sept. 2-7.  In the booth you can vote on the issues 
that are most important to you and view videos.  One DVD shows the 
benefit of unions and the harm caused to workers by the recent Right 
to Work legislation.  Another DVD gives solutions to climate change.  
There will also be campaign buttons and bumper stickers.  
Volunteers are needed to work in the booth.  You will receive a ticket 
to the fair which includes parking for your efforts. 
 

Speaker John Wartman 
   Our August 19th meeting will feature the Shawano County Housing 
Authority’s Executive Director, John Wartman.  He will speak about 
the housing that is being provided to low income residents.   
 

Fall Fundraising Dinner 
   This is the fifth year of the fall dinner which is our major fundraiser 
for the year.  We are planning on using the money we raise to 
support candidates in the 2016 spring and fall elections.  We will be 
helping out county board candidates as well as those running for the 
State Assembly and Senate and the 8th Congressional District.  Thus 
far one candidate has announced his candidacy.  Travis Bille will be 
running in the 2nd Senate District.  You can learn more about him and 
donate to his campaign by going to www.travisbilleforsenate.com. 
You can meet Travis at our October 10th dinner.  Please consider 
supporting us. 

 

    

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Aug. 13:  Listen to the Shawano Dems on the Breakfast 
Club on WTCH radio 960 AM or 96.1 FM from 8:00-9:00 
AM.  The topic of this show:  The Environment 
 
Aug. 19: At 7:00 PM John Wartman from the Shawano 
County Housing Authority will be our speaker. The Dems 
meeting will follow.  The Civic Center doors will open at 
6:30 PM for refreshments 
 
Sept 1:  (Tue.) Executive Committee Meeting at 6:00 PM 
at Jan Koch’s home. 
 
Sept. 2-7:  Visit our booth at the Shawano County Fair 
 
October 10:  Fundraising dinner at Shawano Lake Golf Course.  
We are looking for new or grey donkey items for our raffles.  
More information will be in the Sept. newsletter. 
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CHAIR’S COLUMN 
 

 Jan Koch, Chair   715-526-2955    
 Rick Adamski, 1st Vice Chair  920-833-6704 
 Dan Weidner, 2nd Vice Chair  715-250-1212 
  
Website:  http://shawano.wiscdems.com 
 Facebook:  “Shawano County Democrats” 
 
   We were excited that Russ Feingold could spend half an hour 
with supporters at Angie’s Main Café on July 7th.  We hope he 
will stop again as he travels around Wisconsin. 
 
   At the July 30th summer picnic Assembly Rep Katrina 
Shankland gave us an interesting overview about the changes 
that have taken place since Walker was in office.  Travis Bille, 
Tom Nelson and a representative from the Russ Feingold ‘s 
campaign also said a few words.   
 
   We are looking for individuals to pass out brochures about 
what is happening in education at the Tigerton Lumberjack 
Parade on Aug. 30th.  We want to educate all parts of the 
Shawano County.  Please consider helping. 
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PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT 
 

WE’RE ALL CONNECTED WITH NATURE 
 We have a shared responsibility to protect our environment.  In Wisconsin our natural 
resources make our state an attractive place to live and work.  They are essential to our tourism 
industry which is responsible for many jobs.  We want clean water, drinkable water, and 
unpolluted land.  If we don’t protect our environment, our health - and that of our children - 
will be negatively affected. 

 
WISCONSIN’S CONSERVATION EFFORTS 
 Wisconsin has a rich history of preserving our natural resources for future generations.  
Back in the 1960’s Gaylord Nelson was known as the “conservation governor”.  He was 
concerned with the condition of the state parks, the exploitation of public resources by private 
industry, and the pollution of the state’s waterways.  During his two terms as governor, the 
state acquired land for parks and wilderness areas.   
 And also our own Governor Warren Knowles, another advocate for the environment, 
started a program in 1989 called The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program (KNSP).  Its purpose 
was to preserve valuable natural areas and wildlife habitat, protect water quality and fisheries, 
and expand opportunities for outdoor recreation.   It has been said that this program is 
Wisconsin’s most important land conservation program.  KNSP recognizes that we have an 
obligation to take care of our resources for future generations.  Under this program about 
500,000 acres have been protected.   
 The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was created in the 1967.  Its 
purpose was to preserve, protect, manage and maintain the natural resources of the state.   
 

DESTROYING WISCONSIN’S CONSERVATION ETHIC 
 The recent state budget has been a betrayal of Wisconsin’s commitment to our shared 
lands and waters.  Hunters, anglers, environmentalists, and outdoor enthusiasts have been 
angered by the changes that limit access to healthy public lands and make our water unsafe for 
fishing, swimming, and drinking. 
The budget  

 weakens protection for water quality in our lakes by limiting what counties could do to 
safeguard our waters.   

 prohibits local government from developing regional area water quality management 
plans.   

 weakens local control and rolls back community-specific shore land zoning standards.   

 cuts funding for local conservation staff and reduces pollution prevention efforts.   
The Stewardship Fund, which is the heart of our land conservation efforts, is also 

hobbled as a result of funding cuts. 
 The DNR has been the watchdog for Wisconsin’s conservation efforts.  Due to Walker’s 
recent appointments, it has become a political agency which is controlled by Republicans.   
With this power it wants to permanently expand the list of projects that don’t require an 



environmental analysis, including air pollution permits, decisions affecting factory farms and 
dam construction and repair.   
 The Walker budget also decimates the science bureau of the DNR and eliminates almost 
30 science and education positions.  Those scientists provide essential research on water 
quality, wildlife and forestry so that decisions about our environment can be science –based.  
Without that expertise our natural resources will not be well managed.   
 Due to a new reorganization plan the staff of the DNR has been reduced by 15 percent 
since the 2000-2001 budget making it difficult to get their necessary work done.  The need for 
environmental regulation in Wisconsin is even greater now due to an explosion of factory farms 
and industrial sand mining, both of which have been criticized for their impact on water and air 
quality.   
 One of the major changes is the cuts to the state park system.  The budget also 
eliminates public funding for the state park system opening the door for corporations to name 
parks they are sponsoring. 
 

REVERSING CLIMATE CHANGE 
 If we care about the future of our planet we need to join the forces that are demanding 
we do something about the changes to our environment that are coming about because of the 
carbon pollution that is pouring, unchecked into the atmosphere.  President Obama has 
proposed a Clean Power Plan that would reduce emissions from power plants by nearly 90 
percent by 2030.   
 Both the President and Pope Francis advocate the world’s moral obligation to leave to 
our children a planet that is not polluted or damaged.  Even the Pope agrees the crisis is being 
aggravated by a model of development based on the intensive use of fossil fuels.   
 Rather than embracing the President’s plan as a way to save our planet, the plan’s 
opponents have already started an all-out-war against the carbon-cutting regulations saying it 
will cost money and will kill jobs.  However, the projections are that Americans will actually 
save money on their energy bills and the plan will create jobs.   
 Support for wind and solar energy as sources of power are other ways we can divert our 
use of fossil fuels.  If we want our families to enjoy good health and the beauty of nature, we 
need to do protect our fragile environment and reverse the climate changes that are taking 
place before it is too late.   
 
 



Shawano County Democrats’ Fifth Annual Fundraising Dinner 
 
Join us on Saturday, October 10th for our Fundraising Dinner which will be held at the Shawano 
Lake Golf Course (W5714 Lake Drive).  This is our major fundraiser and we hope you will help us 
make it successful.  Please do what you can to support this event. 
 
Tickets are $25 each.  During the evening you can participate in raffles of donated items and a 
50/50 raffle. 
 
The doors for the dinner will open at 4:30 p.m.  There will be a cash bar.  The dinner which 
includes tenderloin tips, honey glazed ham, mashed potatoes and California blend vegetables 
will be served at 5:30 p.m.   
 
Travis Bille, candidate for the State Senate’s 2nd District, and the folk band Bob Pete and the 
Satisfaction are those who will attend at this time. 
 
To participate in this event, fill out the form below and mail a check made out to the 
Democratic of Shawano County to: 
    Bob Koch, Treasurer 
    W4789 Birchwood Drive 
    Shawano, WI 54166 
Reservations must be made by Monday, October 5th.  The cost at the door will be $30. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact Jan Koch at 715-526-2955 or email  
shawanodems2@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
Enclosed is a check made out to the Democratic Party of Shawano County for $___________ 

which includes reservations for______(#)people to attend the October 10th Fundraising Dinner. 

The following people will be attending:   

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number______________________________  (Bob Koch will be calling you to 

confirm your reservations). 
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